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ROYAL POLYTECHNIC. 


On Thursday afternoons during Lent, an en- 
ter‘ainment of avery beautiful, aud in some 


respects unique, character, is given at this Insti- | 
Professor Pepper’s lectures on Astrono- | 


tution, 
my and Spectrum Analysis with Graud Orrery, 
accompanied by selections from Haydn, Handel, 
Rossini, &c., on the electric organ (a very pow- 
erful instrument) and Mr Frewin’s band. Many 
of us must remember the time when the poor 
player was not allowed to exercise bis calling 
during the Wednesdays and Fridays of Lent, bis 
place on the boards being taken up on these days 
by mountebanks, negro melodists, and the like, 
the best of the substituted exhibitions being Mr 
Adams’s annual Orrery at the old Adelphi. 
Well, the Polytechnic Professor’s Astronomical 
Lecture is a reproduction of this once popular 
representation of the revolutions of the heaven- 
ly bodies, on a more refined and elegant scale. 
The aspect of the celestial bodies, whether 
solary, lunary, astral, or terrestrial, is presented 
to the eyein such brilliant and exquisitely lovely 
form, and the lecture itself is so concise, so free 
from all affectation of pedantry or even of 
scientific terms, that he must be a dullardindeed 
who cannot, with such vivid fillips to bis imagi- 
nation, understand the whole scheme of p!anet- 
ary creation, Some absurd individual very 
lately resuscitated the exploded notion that the 
earth was a plane—we recollect seeing a printed 
notice asking the public to listen to his nonsen- 
sical theory at Cambridge Hall the other day— 
Mr Pepper said he was actually offered £50 to 
prove the earth wasasphere, At the Polytech- 
nic, by a simple mechanical contrivance, the 
Professor convinces us that the world we inhabit 
isa sphere. By ingenious mechanism the flow 
and ebb of the tides are shown; the effects of 
day and night on our globe, the seasona, the 
voyage of the earth round the sup, and—the 
grandest sight of all—the enlarged photograph 
of our satellite, magnified, we are afraid to say 
how many times, on a disc, and looking so truih- 
ful, that alas! for romance, all our long-cherished 
illusions about the man iv the moon, his lantern, 
his dog, and bis thorn-bush—shades of Tom 
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Snoat and Robin Starveling forgive us !—must 
be for ever dispelled. This, and many other 
pleasant fictions, spectrum analysis ruthlessly 


| destroys. 





This intellectual treat ended, we are bid descend 
from the realms above, and leok inwardly at the 
wonderful construction of man, who can by 
assiduous cultivation of his vocal chords speak in 
severa! distinct tones, and in such a manner that 
the sound seems to issue from innerinost recesses 
of his body. Mr Davies is a remarkably able 
ventriloquist and not only performs a clever 


monopolylogue with bis dolls, but sings 
vicariously some Irish and North-country 
ballads. 


The classic and chaste living s‘atuary by 
Madame Bousfield—Collins’s “ Ode to the Pas- 
sions ” in ten tableaux—should on no account be 
missed. This alone is worth a shilling. The 
lady represents the following in white marble 
(the changes being effected with marvellous rapid- 
ity): Music, Fear, Anger, Despair, Hope, Revenge, 
Jealousy, Melancholy, Cheerfulness, Love. Love 
is a statuesque figure of Cupid standing, as the 
Bard expresses it, ‘on eagle’s wings.” This 
plastic display is beautifully pure. 

Every evening at 9, Mr Geo. Grossmith, jun., 
the talented amateur, whose burlesque composi- 
tion and acting gave us so much pleasure at the 
Regent-street Gallery, ainuses his audiences with 
his original entertainment, called Human Oddi- 
ties, with humorous, musical, and facial illustra- 
tions. This is of a different stamp from his 
Yellow Dwarf, and offers greater scope for his 
pecultar talents. 

—__—_.———. 


Amateur Performances. 


__—-o-_--—- 


Manor Rooms, Hacxney.—A Regular Fix 
and Charles XJZ; such was the modest bill of 
fare provided for the friends of the gentlemen of 
this locality who honoured these Rooms with their 
attendance, avd benefited the soup-kitchen of the 
district by their pecuniary assistance, on the 10th. 
Mr Read, who we believe was the promoter of the 
not too sucveseful affair, himeelf played Hugh de 
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Brass, but his enactment is not like'y to add to 

his fame as a comedian. Mr Pringle did Surplus 

better, and Mrs Surplus was very nicely done by 

Miss Bella Merton. Miss Dot Robins’s Matilda 

Jane was capital; and’Miss Morice was a very 

nice Emily.—This farce ended, the drama, after 

a tedious pause, began. Mr Bowdon strutted in 

an undignified manper as the great King, of 

Sweden. , Mr Cross as Gustavus, and Mr Mullen 

as Reichel were but poor representatives of the, 
parts. The Vanberg of Mr Austin was a trifle 
superior to the other walking gentlemen, The 
Adam Brock was quietly done by Mr ;Pringle ;. 
and Mr Hardwick had some, jnfnitesimal motion, 
of a low comedian’s duties as Tviptolamae Miss, 
Merton wag Ulrica,.and Miss Dot Robins, Eudiga.; 
But, on the whole, the entertainment was a dreary 
one, We always wish to encourage, amateurs, , 
and we do not speak thwartingly if we iterate 
our opinions anent the utter, incompetency of 
some of our young friends, when we assure them 
that in too many instances, they do not_eyince,| 
any knowledge of even the alphabet of stage; | 
craft. Witness the wretched stage-management, 
the irritating waits, and the carelesg exits and en- 
trances, last~ Friday:—Harriggn’s . dresses and 
Wickens's, wigs were AY Lm Uk by 





Beprorp HAtt, Cuexries-srregt, Torren- 
HAM, CouRT-RoAD.---Mrs Hytche’s entertainments 
are now carried an at the above MHall—the com-, 
pany having formed themselves into a club under 
the direction of Mra Hytche and Mr Scott 
Barry. The entertainment on Tuesday of last 
week was very satis/actory.) ‘There were, several 
selections, songs, aud pianoforte solés, of merit ; 
the costume recital from The Merchant of Venice 
deservedly attracted considerable attention, being 
the feature of the evening ; and several songs iby 
Mr Howard. were much applauded.. ,We, were, 
howeyer, much surprised that Mrs Hytche should, 
allow such a song #8 {‘Nancy Bar” with a chorus,. 
these entertainments haying hitherto been con- 
ducted in a'most respectable canner, and with, 
considetable‘talent, but such songs will only tend 
to degratle instead of levnte atiy -entertainment: 
in which they aré allowed. ’ 7 


GALLEry or IftLUstRAtTioN,—AD entertain- | 
ment, partly dramatic, partly mimetic, was given 
here on the llth, by Mr Joseph Robins, a well- 
known amateur. There was, to hegin with,’ 
Gertrude’s Money Bor\ To this lively little piece 
Miss Dot Robits gave a very agreeable portrait of 
the heroine.’ Miss~:Bella’ Merton iplayed Mrs 
Wadder, the landladyiof the Blue Cow. Mr A. 
Seymour, an established favourite in the non-pro- 
fessioual clique, assumed the gait and e¢centrici- 
ties of Preacher Quirk, with some skijl. Fred 
Burton gave very slight signs of animation in the 
hands of Mr Chambers, nor was Mr Selwin a 
first-class T'om Furley. Mr Robin’s Joe Tediing- 
ton may rank amongst the best of the gentle- 
men's efforts. Next came A Happy Pair, played 
by the great actress Miss Herbert, and an actor 
from Liverpool—Mr E. Bruce. Of course this 
went admirably. Really it unfair to amateurs to 
mix them with professionals; the latter are 
thereby thrust so prominently in the foreground, 


sympathy of his hearers on such occassions. Ten 
Minutes in the Green-room was a sketch in which 
MrT, Dillon gave imitations of various populay 
favourites «@ la Toole; his attempt to cope 
Romer’s—to our mind—most unpleasing voice 
and delivery, was a very happy one. Yow can't 
Marry your Grandinother was the wind-up of this 
somewhat out-of-the-way selection.. In. this Mr 
Sach Granville, erst of St. George's, and of the 
Opera Comigque, te-appeared in conjunction with 
Mr F. Roland and Mr Beverley. The ladies who 
aSsisted in this farce were Misses Lewis, Beverley 
and Bella Merton. ” 


SS 


Ebe Theatres, &e, 


~———_——_ 


QueEn’s Taeatre.—dAs You Like Jt. This 
charming, pastoral play of the Bard of Avon, pro- 
duced at, the above theatre, for the benefit of 
Messrs. Clifton apd Ryder, proved so successful 
that it has been performed every evening since, 
Mr an! Mrs Rousby, Messrs Ryder, Marston, 
Jas. Anderson, and: Rignold, form an excellent 
cast for a Shaksperian play, and in giving the 
above names it need scarcely be said that As You 
Like 1t was well acted throughout. Mrs Rousby, 
whe hag,caused such a sensation in the theatrical 
world by her Princess Elizabeth in ’Twict Axe 
and Crown, assumed for the first time in London, 
the part of Rosalind. All the graces and sweet 
prettinesses ef ithe character were admirably 
breve out; and in the scene when in male attire 
with, Orlando, Mrs Roysby’s acting was all that 
could be desired, Mr Rousby is not a first-rate 
actor, nor: does he, promise ever to. be one; but 
bis Orlando was a careful and well-studied per- 
formance. Mr,-Ryder’s Touchstone was good, 
though the humour was rather too dry and hard. 
Mr Jas. Anderson gave an elaborate rendering of 
the: melancholy Jaeques; and Mr H. Marston 
was, as} our readers are doubtless aware, a fit 
representative of, old Adam. 
was ia dignified Duke; and Mr Geo. Perreu as 
Amiens gave, the incidental songs in such a man- 
ner as to gain an encore in both instaaces. Miss 
M.;Gordon was a satisfactory Celia, and Miss 
Kate Gordon a capital and vivacious Aubrey. The 
play was,mounted with the usual care of the 
present management of the Queen’s. 


_Sap.er’s WeLts.—A great variety of dramas 
have been introguced, as well as Shakeperian 
plays, since our last impression, and the theatre 
hag been well attended by respectable audiences. 
—On Wednesday, last, Mr Scott Barry, a very 
rising and promising actor, took a benefit, to a 
full; and respectable audience. The favourite 
play of 7he Honeymoon formed part of the pro- 
gramme, and the dgneficiare took the character of 
the Duke Aranza. This gentleman has all the 
essential qualifications for the stage, and only re 
quires practice and.study to take a prominent 
lead in: the profession, he has chosen, He was 
well up in bis text, and frequently in nis reading 
gave evident proof of pathetic power, as well a8 
comic ability, and the character was well suited 
to show him off to advantage on the occasion. 
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his delivery, but this he soon abandoned, and 
became more even in the dialogue. We would 
remind him in the soliloquies to use more action, 
he too frequently stood in the widdle of the 
stage, as if he was addressing some one in the 
pit particularly, and not debating in his own 
mind the future consequences; and in his exits 
he should deliver the wards a little at a time, and 
not repeat the whole at“the wing or door. We 
mention these hints advisedly, for on the whole 
it was far from being a mediocre atlempt, and 
indeed may be considered a success, far his .con- 
ception of the part was correct, and he looked’ 
like a Duke in so splendid a dress and gentle- 
manly demeanour. Mr J. L.Warner,as Rolando, 
never acted with more vigour, or seemed to enjoy 
himself more, than he did in this part; he was 
quite at his ease and at home, and put us very 
much in mind of the late Charles Kenible. Mr 
Courtly, as the Mock’ Duke, ‘wa8 ‘suffering from 
so severe a cold and hoarseness, we could scarcely 
understand a word he uttered, Of’ the ladies ‘we- 
can speak in the highest praise ;'Mrs Warner, as 
Juliana, was excellent throughout; and Miss 
Grace Edgar was @ pretty -and intelligent Volante. 
All the other characters were efficiently acted,’ 
and the play seemed to be much relished by the’ 
audience at the conclusion.—Thursday, on the 
occasion of Mr Arthur Young’s. benefit,’ THe 
Merchant of Venice was the concluding’ pict. 
Mr Young’s impersonation’ of ‘the Jew was 
marked by intelligence ‘ahd’ ’ histrionic' 
ability. His lines were given with clearness, and 
throughout he was well received,’ Mr Brooke 
was Gratiano, Mr Warner Bassanio, Mr Courtley 
Launcelot, Miss Davis Portia, and Mrs Warner 
Nerissa. On the 20th inst., Miss Marriott takes’ 
her benefit, when a most attractive programme i8 
promised, in which Mr Belmore,’ Mr Lewis |Ball, | 
and other favourites will appear.) * + 


ApeLput.—-Whether the elosing of theeOperas 
Comique and Bouffe, and the collapse’ of Covent 
Garden theatre and the Giobe—all neighbouring’ 
establishments—have coridaced to fill'twe Adelphi: 
it would be difficult to say. At any’sratey the 
house was crammed the night I went’ to see‘the 
drama called Deadman’s Point. The lighthouse’ 
on Carn Ruth is possibly the great: attraction—! 
for there is very little in’ thé piece—+certainly“it” is) 
aclever bit of stage constructiom:9 ‘Thexscenery , 
is well painted. Mr Lloyd has surpassed himself 
in one of his views of the Cornish ‘toast, which 
is really worthy of Stanfield ; it will “bear the: 
minutest inspection through a lorgnette, ‘so Aéti-’ 
cately are the various tints of the receding’ cliffs, 
&ec., given. The plot is not so interesting as May 
be supposed. Miss Furtado, however,’ imparts a 
charm to this, as she invariably 'doeg'to ‘alt they 
pieces in which she plays. “’Mrg* A.’ Mellon 
makes ‘a very ¢apital © young’ ‘swell,” ‘Ynd* 
Rayner as Steve Hargar looks’ ‘'# thorough’ 
villain. —In Our Female ‘American Corsin, 
Miss Julia Daly gives one of ‘thoxe con- 
ventional and highly absurd notions of a Yankee 
girl, to my mind detéstably unreal. ‘Such éxhi- 
bitions are impositions, add an ifisult to’ our uti- 
derstanding. Wher she was drawn up id a’Jift) 
Thad my dose ‘and teft’ the theatre. The only 


agreeable sight in this ‘afterpiece’ is Miss Ada 





| 


Hill. Have the readers of the Journat seen this 
young lady? If not, they had better do so. She 
is one of the prettiest girls on the stage. On 
that account I began to regret my hasty departure. 


GAMMA. 


Taeatre Royat, Epmnsorcy.—After the pan- 
tomime, which was played for an unprecedentedly 
longer period this year, came a’ revival of The 
Colleen Bawn, with Mr Wyndham as Miles 
Na Coppoléen—a character in which he excels. 
Ard naw we have~the Italian Opera for ‘nine 
nights, which, considering the very powerful com- 
pany, Mr Mapleson has brought with him, cannot 
fail’ to dtiw full audiences. We bad Titiens, 
Tima’ de’ Miirska, Sinico, afd TrebeNi Bettini, on 
Saturday evening ih 2/'Flauo Mdgico—in ,attrac- 
tion unparalleled eveh in London, ‘Oberon, Marta, 
Der Freischitz, with a repetition of 12 Flauco, form 
the alfuremente' of this week. The prices this 
season aré the samé ih dress boxés and in stalls, 
viz.,'10s, 64. } and the pit being entirely converted 
into the stalls, thé’ nightly receipts tun between 
£406 and £500:", Thus“the manager is adding 
about £1,500'to his ‘treavury during these nine 
nights, while something Nike €26d0 will fall to be 
divided among the talented company: Everyjone 
is crying, out about the scarcity of money, but, 
strange to say! thete seéitis to ‘be rid lack of it in 
Kdiributgh for frequenters of theatres, concerts, 
and sales by auction! =’ “Fra Diavoto. 


\ SHAKSPERES" HEROINES, 


BLANCHE OF CASTILE. 


‘Tr granddaughter of Queen Elinor; mother 
of King John} was fifteen ‘when inttoduéed to 
us in the play. eee eteS ee 3 the Dau- 
phin Cafterwards Louis VIL.) took place some- 
what abruptly, ‘rom the moment Louis, and 
Blanche mét.they, were ingpired, by, a mutual 
passion, and during @ RRIPA of twenty-six years 
they were never knowm, ta, differ, nor even 
spend more than a single day asunder. Here 
isa Happy royal marridge? | 

In het exceeding beauty- and blameless re- 
patation, Her tte for her husband, and strong 
domestic, Pifectious,, her ‘pride’ of birth and 
rank, ber gentleness, her firmness, her bigotry, 
her Joye of power jand conscientous, adminis- 
tration of it, Blanche resembled Marie Thé:dse. 
Blagebe:was cool ‘and/intriguing, and defeated 
the ‘powers arrayed against her and her infant 
son, and the rash temper and susceptible imagi- 
nation of ‘Constance which rendered herself 
and her son easy victims to the fraud of others. 
Blanche, for.furty years, held in her hands the 
destinies of the greater part of Europe, and is 
one of the most; celebrated’ names in history. 
But. fame could not do for her what Shakspere 
and» poetry’ have done for Constanche. ‘The 
earthly reigt of Blanche is over, her power 
departed. 
cease? her power depart? Never! 


When will the reign of Constance 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


M. A.—Your MS. is mislaid, we are sorry to say, The 
anecdote relating to Joe Grimaldi is taken from the 
Editor's life, W.B., published seven year’s back. 

X Y.— The nearest place to your residence to get the 
JOURNAL is at Hopcroft’s, Little Queen-street, or 
Lloyd’s, Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 

W. S.—We will send the last volume for 1870 by the 
Parcel Delivery Company, if you send a proper direc- 
tion and 4s. 6d. 

A New Pvusiisner.—Get what copies yourequire from 
Vickers and a bill; if you do not dispose of all they 
will change a few weekly. 

In THE CountRy.— We are much pleased to receive 
= note regarding the contents of our JouRNAL of 

Feb. lst. 

AmaAtTEuR.—If the farce is printed you may get it at 
Lacy’s, 89, Strand, 

E, Reyno._ps.—We are grateful for the kind offer, and 
will forward your note to Mr Stanley immediately. 

G. H. Stnxrns.—We have been so crowded with com- 
munications, that we really cannot spare room for the 
letter, 


NOTICE to SECRETARIES & MANAGERS of 
AMATEUR CLUBS. 

The list of “* Registered Amateur Dramatic Clubs,” is 

being made up for the year 1871, with the names of the 

Secretaries and the places where the Clubs meet, 2s. 6d. 


for the Twelve Months insertion. 


CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be pre-paid). 


Six Lines - - - ~ - - - Is. Od. 
Right - - ~ - - - - ~ ls. 6d. 
Twelve - - - - - + - 2s. Od. 
‘Twenty - - - - - - - 2s. 6d, 
Across the back - - - ~ - - 1s. extra, 


It is requested that all advertisements be sent by Monday 
afternoon, prepaid, to top floor 335a, Strand. 

All business communications to be sent to the Printers’, 335a, 
Stravd, opposite Somerset House. 





List of Agents for the Sale of the 
THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 

ALLEN, Warwick-lane, City. 
BELL, St. John-street-road. 
BROWN, 202, Kensington-park-road, Notting-hill. 
COX, Drury-lane. 
DICK, King’s-cross-road. 
HARRIS, Blackfriars-road. 
HILL, Gray’s-inn-road, 
HOPCROPT, 16, Little Queen-street, Holborn, 
LAUY, 89, Strand. 
NUNN, 63, Ledbury-road, Westbourne-grove, W. 
PATTIE, Ivyg-lane, City. 
PLUMMER, Theobalds-road. 
POTTER, St. John-street-road. 
PURKISS, 60, Compton-street, Soho. 
RICHARDS, W., 7, Tachbrook-street, Pimlico, 
ROBERTS, JAMES, 195, Shoreditch. 
STEVENS, 42, Tottenham-court-road, 
STEVENS, Goswell-street. 
VICKERS, 317, Strand. 








Mr Cormack, ballet master at Drury Lane 
Theatre, bas been presented with a costly silver 
tea-kettle by the ladies of the ballet, as a slight 
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STYLES OF ACTING. 


THEE is bardly a doubt that no style of act- 
ing can be permanent. ‘here are, however, 
certain schools that may be designated the 
natural, the florid, the exciting, the classical, 
and the bombastic. The natural school some- 
times degenerated into a rather lacrymose 
style. The florid school, which was going out 
in the recollection of the present generation, 
was full of stage trick and artifice; the exci- 
ting school, which now and then must touch 
the verge of melodrama, as with Lemaitre in 
France,tseems foreign to Saxon phlegm. The 
classical school, of which Vandenhoff was the 
last true representative, was often heavy, some- 
times even tedious, but had unquestionable merit; 
but the bombastic and the stilted will ever’ be 
tabooed by taste and correct judgment. The 
“heavy fathers” of tragedy sometimes still 
retain this absurd style, spouting their speeches 
as no mortal ever spoke or will speak on earth. 
A composite style is now generating. People 
peraive how ridiculous it is to recite blank 
verse as if talking to a schoolboy, 
or to send it forth with vast hyperbole. 
What we call “a natural tone,” which is 
appropriate enough in comedy, is execrable in 
Macbeth and Hamlet. No one would give an 
order for execution, or pronounce sentence of 
death from the judicial bencb, as he would say, 
“ T think I’ll take some bash!” 

There are clever actors who have fallen into 
this mistake because they did not like the man- 
nerism of Macready. A good style avoids all 
extremes. ‘There may be really fine perform- 
ers (and Macready was one) who have by some 
calamity fallen into a radically wrong method ; 
and we accept their merits at first with reluc- 
tance, in consequence of their defects. Let us 
hope that when new dramas are written worthy 
the highest efforts of the best histrionic talent, 
actors may be found with ability to present 
them in a fitting way. Bera. 


—_—_——__@—_—_—- 


RECENT EVENTS. 


Tue horrible war, we may hope, is over, but 
an awful legacy of vengeance is bequeathed to 
the next French generation. Posterity will 
see the bloody Nemesis:at work, and we shall 
look on and sigh. .. However, it is something 
that the hideous nightmore of, Nurope is gone. 
Politias, :it: ig, forbidden tardiscuss in this 
periodical, or one might question British policy. 
More than one Nemesis is always busy, Lave 
we nothing to reproach,ourselves with ? Have 
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we been fair and just to public servants? Have 
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we uniformly encouraged punty and truth in 
literature, dramatic, and otherwise? Private 
stabs at public reputations are common enough 
in the literary world. ‘The names of Mrs 
Stowe and Friswell occur as one writes, and 
let us hope that the verdict of public opinion 
may exercise a salutary influence on the future 
works of authors. 

As for France I say nothing in extenuation 
of the spirit of her literature. . It is bad, if not 
execrable. France has done much to deterio- 
rate the world; but her victor proves, by 
rapacity, lust, cruelty, and pillage, that mere 
education will not regenerate society. Prussia 
is a nation that has become infamous of late; 
and we regret that we are connected by royal 
alliance with her. In the age to come, probably 
monarchy will cease; and yet, what nation is 
yet ready for a pure republic? and in what is 
America superior to Britain? A philosophical 
radical I may profess to be; in practice I can’t 
get beyond moderate liberality. Therefore, I 
claim for England still the foremost place 
among the nations; and may God make us 
more fit than we are for that great pre-emi- 


nence. Beta. 
ey 
SYMPATHIES. 
“ Aloft ascending and descending deep.’ — 
Wordsworth. 


THE spirit of modern poetry must elicit 
sympathy which the spirit of old never reached. 
Even the poetry of Pope, not without merit, is 
of ‘the earth, earthly.” ‘The higher and 
purer spirit of humanity can be easily traced, 
except in the average works meant for the 
stage. A modern dramatic author once said 
to me, * Shelley’s Cenc is the divinest scepti- 
cism we have.’ To paraphrase Mrs Brown- 
ing when she mentions Lucretius, the great 
atheistical bard, “the denied divinely the divine.” 
he probed human agony with extraordinary 
genius, and he lands us in mournful doubt of 
the system of the world. Shelley, however, 
on one occasion said that he believed Coleridge 
was the only man then alive who could have 
given rest to his soul. 

My sympathy with Browning is now even 
stronger than my old sympathy with Shelley. 
What a dramatic genius he has. What a pity 
it is that he does not write a great play, as he 
could, which, whether acted or not, would rank 
with Shelley’s Cenci/ The thought of our age 
is human. Even in the pulpit we begin to 
recognise that. The humanity that ‘is’ dawh- 
ing on the world will overcome ‘bigotry.’ “Our 
best minds throw off the fetters of Orthodoxy. 

I am glad Mr Voysey has hdd the true 
courage and heroie.n to remounce a church of 
which he is far ahead. Whether he should 
join any existing’'denomination or not, his 
example must be beneficial. The bigots who 





have denounced the etage from the pulpit are 
in the rear of the world’s thought. But let us 
have a pure and a poetic drama, able to exalt 
mankind. What a power that would be in the 
sphere of art which could appeal to all the 
noblest sympathies of life; what a power that 
would be which, in a dramatic form, could 
smite the worldliness of men with all the force 
of religion, and bring us nearer to a conviction 
of the Providence “ in the fall of a sparrow.” 
Bera. 
<=-naigileesiaones 


IMMORALITIES IN THEATRES. 


I HAVE seen many things I wish to see no 
more. I have been in the saloon at Drury 
Lane when it was almost a disgrace to be there. 
I have seen many things even im the theatre 
that the police would not now wink at. For 
these things fanatics denounced theatres. But 
are there no scenes in churches, chapels, and 
other places very objectionable ? ‘To be decent 
and undetected is not to be pure. Are there 
no ‘ love-glances” during sermons? Are no 
assignations ever made in the pews? Let us 
be just. The spirit of evil is not confined to 
places of amusement. Still, to purify the 
theatre isa necessary process. Mr Macready 
was one who excluded the harlotry cf London 
from shameless and brazen exposure in the 
boxes and saloons of the theatre urder 
his sway. Don’t forget it. Few actors 
would have done as much. Few actors, 
in practice, but have their eyes, ‘like those of 
Mammon, downward bent.” ‘To this day, 
however, there are many deleterious influences 
in the theatre. I regret it, because one has no 
answer to grave moralists and divines, who 
point to semi-nudity on the stage with frowns, 
One can say nothing when a profligate moral, 
thinly disguised, evidences the French parent- 
age of a flimsy drama. It is impossible to 
defend the stage from charges that may still be 
fairly brought against it. Immorality in the 
theatre may not be so brazen and unblushing 
as of yore; but there itis. ‘The quiet matron 
in the stalls or boxes is able to disguise her 
indignation at double entendre, offensively uttered 
by a performer, but one pities Ler affectation of 
ignorance, ‘These things, in our day, ought 
pot to be written. The playwright who is 
guilty of immorality or indecency should be 
tabooed. Bera. 

- --——_ --}- -----———- 


THE ACTING OF AMATEURS. 

A Great deal has been said on this subject, 
but perhaps a word or two would not come 
amiss on one of the great errors which 
amateurs are often apt to fall into; viz, Imita- 
tion. -They take a character, and try to copy 
the style which» they have seen some actor 
adopt; Jand to'this cause many failures may 
be attributed. ‘The want of natural acting in 
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most amateurs is great, ‘for this system of 
imitation must in some manner give a stiff and 
unnatural effect to a part which mars the 
entire delineation ; for the actor in his desire 
to copy his model loses the natural conception 
of the character as well as the audience who 
listens to him. How much better would it be, 
if after the parts have been chosen, the actor 
studied the character allotted to him, forming 
his own ideas about it and acting upon them; 
and although some might frequently fail in a 
good conception, yet the acting would be better 
from a natural interpretation and far more 
pleasing than the forced and crude impersona- 
tions that are so common. By all means let 
the faults be pointed out and hints given how 
such and sucha thing would be better done. 
No doubt this system would bring out the 
acting powers of amateurs to a far larger 
extent and more true acting, fresh and original 
delineations, and less staginess, would be the 
result; for nothing we believe is so fatal as 
acting a character as the great comedian so- 
and-so used to teach it; for then in the hands 
of amateurs it becomes (in most cases) a most 


laboured performance. A. E W. 
——-—_—~>——- 
COMPLIMENTARY BENEFIT TO MR W. 
BESTOW. 


EDITOR OF “THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL,” 


Mr Ws. A. Sranuey begs to return his sin- 
cere thanks for the numerous offers of assistance 
received by him from ladies and gentlemen— both 
professional and amateur,—and has the pleasure 
to announce that 

A §GENERAL MEETING 

will be held at the ‘Spread Eagle” Tavern, 
Charles-street, Tottenham Court-road (next door 
to the Middlesex Hospital), on Thursday evening, 
March 23rd, at 8 o’clock precisely; with a view 
to determine the nature of the entertainment, 
and the theatre at which it would be most expe- 
dient that it should take place. 

The attendance of all those desirous of giving 
their support is respectfully invited. 


A complimentary benefit is to be given to Mr 
Pendar and Mr Casey, at the Opera Comique, on 
the 18th inst. These gentlemen have been con- 
nected with the theatre since its opening, and in 
their respective duties have been civil and oblig- 
ing servants of the public. 

Offenbach’s music is proscribed at the Parisian 
theatres. 

Mr Robertson’s will has been sworn under 
£5,000. 

We are requested to state that the title Won 
not Wooed, which designates a “serial” novel, 
just commenced in a weekly publication, was 
notified in connection with a“ dran a in five acts 
and in verse,” in the Athenaumand Lwaminer of 
October 30, 186), having originated with the 
writer of the play referred to. 





JosrpH Munpen.—This favourite comedian 
(who was well-known among the theatrical 
spifits of his day for his meanness, so much so 
that to lend him anything was the same ag 
giving it to him, for he never thought of return- 
ing it), on one occasion at the theatre (Drury- 
lane) called one of the boys whose office it wag 
to run errands for the actors and actresses, and 
bid him fetch him a pint of porter—a beverage 
which he was uncommonly fond of—no doubt 
on account of its cheapness—while he paid for 
it himself, but if any one would pay he would 
have something better. As the boy did not 
start off as quick as he was wont, the comedian 
demanded what he was waiting for. ‘‘ For the 
money, sir; you didn’t pay me for the last pint.” 
Munden then gave him 6d. telling to get the 
porter and threepennyworth of gin. The boy 
soon returned with the porter, but minus the gin, 
‘‘Where is thegin?” “Oh!” said the boy, “I 
kept the threepence for the pint of porter you 
owed me for.” **Ah, you never go on an 
errand for me again.” ‘ No,” retorted the 
urchin, * nor anyone else without the money.” 
—When Mr James Wallack, after working the 
affairs of Drury Lane Theatre brighter they 
had been furmerly, for they had fallen to a very 
low ebb at this time (1812), was about to be 
presented with a testimonial inthe shape of a 
gold cup, Munden, when asked for his sub- 
scription, replied, ‘“ Well, you may oup Mr 
Wallack, but I’ll be d——d if you'll bleed 
me.”’—Upon another occasion, Munden met 
with an old friend, who saluted him with “Ah, 
Joe, I’ve been thinking of you; I’m going to 
America.” ‘‘ Are you?” said Joe, “then you 
must give me something in remembrance. You 
take my umbrella and give me yours, and [ 
bali be sure to think of you—at all events 
when it rains.”’ It seems almost superfluous 
to say that Munden’s was a most imbecile thing 
—a cotton one, through which one could 
nearly shoot peas, and bis friend’s was a silk 
one.—At his last appearance he was very 
anxious to take his leave of the audience with- 
out turning his back to them, and for this, 
after giving his farewell address, he moved 
backwards towards the wing, and kept saying, 
‘‘Am I rear? am I near?” Liston, who was 
in the side wings, and was very fond of his 
pun, replied “ Verr—no man more so!” 

Miss A. Sedgwick intends shortly giving a 
reading, when she hopes to procure sufficient 
donations to cover the expenses and thus be en- 
abled to band over the whole of the proceeds to 
the poor of east London, 

Another new music hall is promised for the 
west end. It will be built on the site of the old 


hotel, the White Bear, which was within a door 
east of Piccadilly, Regent’s Circus. 

Their Royal Highoesses the Prince and Princess 
of Wales, aud their Royal Highnesses the Prince 
and Princees Teck, honoured the Gaiety with a 
visit on Monday evening. 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 





BOHEMIANS.—A new and original Club, meet every 
Monday evening at 8 o'clock, at 1, Fitzroy-street 
[itzroy-square, W. All applications for admission of 
new members to be made to the secretary at the «above 
address. President and secretary, Mr G. Wood. 
Managers, Messrs Ted Edwards and Walter Franklen, 

CITY MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC SOCIETY.— 
This Dramatic Class meets for rehearsal every Wed- 
nesday evening at 8 ‘o’clock in Albion Hall, London 
Wall. Manager, Mr F. M. Wenborn; hon. sec. for 
Dramatic Class, Mr A. Tracey Middleton ; hon. secs. 
for the Society, Mr J, H. Caseley, and Mr W. Bourne. 


COMUS DRAMATIC CLUB.—This first-class West- 
End Club assembles every Wednesday evening at 7, 
at 45, Chancery-lane, W.C. For particulars as to ad- 
mission for members or for performances, apply by 
letter to the Acting-Manager at the Club room. 

ECLECTIC.—Meet every Tuesday and Friday at the 
Hall, 1¥, Denmark-street, Soho, MrJas. GARDNER, 
Secretary. 

KEMBLE COMPANY AND DRAMATIC COL- 
LEGE, 8, Annett’s Crescent, Essex-road, Islington. 
Manager and instructor, Mr Wm. A. STANLEY. 
Rehearsals on Wednesdays at 8, Annett’s Crescent, 
on Thursdays at the “ Britannia’’ Tavern, Britannia- 
street, Gray’s Inn-road, at 8 o'clock. 


SIDDONIAN DRAMATIC CLUB.—Meet every 
Thursday evening at 8.30, at the ‘‘Plough”’ ‘Tavern, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. Manager, Mr H. 
Williams ; acting-manager, Mr B. Corte ; stage-mana- 
ger, Mr A. James; secretary, Mr Sam. Thomas. 





Applications to be addressed as above. 





— 





The services of Miss Fanny Leng have been 
withdrawn from the New Royalty Theatre. 

Mr Kennedy, the Scottish vocalist, has been 
giving his entertainment with remarkable success 
in Edinburgh. 

His Highness the Nawab of Nazim of Bengal 
and princes honoured M. Hermann with their 
presence on Tuesday evening at the Egyptian 
Hall. 

Mr and Mrs Howard Paul, according to the 
Manchester journals, have attracted immense 
audiences at the Free Trade Hall two nights of 
the past week. Over 3,000 persons were present 
on the second representation. 

Miss Berry Greening wil! again sing some of 
her Irish ditties on St. Patrick’s night, 17th inst., 
at St. James’s Hall. 

HouLowaY’s Prtts.—Many persons are apt to 
tegard the winter past when a few bright days 
enliven them, and some are rash enough at once 
to change warm for lighter clothing ; much risk 
attends their imprudence, though the inevitable 
ill health resulting from it can be readily 
set right by recourse to these purifying and cor- 
rective pills, invaluable to the sickly at all times, 
and doubly useful at this season when they cast 
out the impurities of winter, and fortify the 
system against the sudden variations of and 
frequent epidemics attending, spring. Holloway’s 


medicine relaxes the skin, permits free transpira- 
tion through its pores, and thus rids it of the 
irritation and harshness which increasing tem- 
peratures make annoying to the nervous and sen- 
itive. ren 


IMPORTANT TO AMATEUR CLUBS 


AND 


Aspirants of the Dramatic Art. 


VY 





\ R EDWIN REYNOLDS, principal tragedian and 
Vi Stage-Manager of Theatres Royal, Hull, Glasgow, 
Scarboro, Dundee, Bradford, Greenock, &c., &c., in- 
structs Ladies and Gentlemen for the Dramatic Profes- 
sion, and gives lessons in Elocution, Deportment, &c., 
on most nominal terms. Every care with novices ; no 
matter how awkward, a success guaranteed. Also mem- 
bers to join the Club at once, addressing, with stamp for 
reply, at No, 6, Temple Street, Holly Street, Dalston. 
Trains every five minutes from Broad Street, Shore- 
ditch, &c. 
Complimentary Benefit to Mr W. Bestow. 
M* WM. STANLEY (Manager) solicits the assis- 
tance of Managers of Amateur Clubs and Ladies 
and Gentlemen connected with the same, in order to 
enable him carry out the above successfully. 

A General Meeting will shortly be held, when the 
attendance of all those desirous of lending their aid will 
be respectfully invited. 

Letters to be addiessed to Mr Stanley, 8, Annett’s 
Crescent, Essex-road, Islington. 








Amateur Theatricals. 
\ RS MALCOLM — to Engagements for the 
above. ‘The Queen, Hamlet, Emilia, Madame Des- 
chappels, Malaprop, Lady Duberlay, Letherbridge, Mrs 
Willoughby, &c., &e. Address, 20, Church-street, 
Trinity-square, Southwark (care of Miss Wills.) 


Elocution and the Stage. 
\ R WM. A. STANLEY has vacancies for pupils, 
1 who will be thoroughly instructed and brought 
out. Address 8, Annett’s-crescent, Essex-road, Islington. 


{EVERAL MEMBERS wanted to completea company 
forming for the purpose of giving performances of 
sterling comedies in and around London. Apply by let- 
ter to Mr C. MOSS, Plough Tavern, Museum-street, 
Bloomsbury, W.C, 


Royal Polytechnic. 
ae CHANGE OF ENTERTAINMENTS.— 
Professor PEPPER on ASTRONOMY, with 
GRAND ORRERY, and Sacred Music, on Mondays 
and Thursdays. 

Collins’ ODE TO THE PASSIONS, illustrated in 
living statuary, resembling white marble, by Madame 
Bousfield, daily. 

Mr Grossmith’s New and Humorous Entertainment, 
entitled HUMAN ODDITIES. 

VALENTINE VOX resuscitated by Mr Davies, and 
many other entertainments. 

Open daily from twelve to and seven to ten. Admis- 
sion to the whole ONE SHILLING. 


PAMPHILON HOTEL, 
27, BRYDGES STREET, STRAND. 





Sole Proprietor—Grorce Brett. 


DINNERS A LA CARTE. ‘ 
HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till 1. 
SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 
TRIPE, &e. 
WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. 
HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 
BASS’S Ales, REID’S Celebrated Stout, and Fine 





Scotch Ales on draught, 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH HOLBORN. 


M\HIS POPULAR, COMMODIOUS, and FE. JEGANTLY DECORATED BALL ROOM IS OPEN 
EVERY EVENING-for 
CONCERTS AND DANCING. 
Every attention is paid to ensure the comfort.of visitors. 





The well-known Excellent BAND plays nightly seloctions of the newest and best Composttigas including the 
Princess Louise Waltz, Lord of Lorne ee aaa L Bride Wh Lorne Qua@Pille, 
Doors open at Half-past Eight. Close at Twelve o’ clock. 


Admission throughout th e establishment ls. 
Musical Director, Mr, $V. M. PACKER, Rt.A.M. 





THEATRE ROVAL;, SADLER’S WELLE. 
Lessee, MR ROBERT EDGAR. , 
RILLIANT triumph of Mis® Martioff'a¢ Tian and Nurora in thotdeey CINE. ; OF, “The Duel j in the Dark. 


Monday, and every evening (Wednesday excepte *)s The GIPSY GIRL. Aurora and Juan, Miss Marriott, 
Messrs Warner, Brooke, Evans, Halford, Lacey Bennett, and AV; H. Courtley (specially engaged) ; Mesdames 
Warner, Edvar, and Fisher. Concluding with E. H. Brooke's ad aptation | weg ‘the late C. Dickens’ 8 “ ‘David Cop- 
perfield,” LITTLE EM'LY’S PRIALS. Little Em’ly, Miss Grace Edg: ‘Mesdames Miller, Fisher, Edgar, 


and Minnie Davis; Micawber, J: L. Warner; Pegotty, . H. Brooke; Cr ris AN Heep, W. H. Courtley ; ; Mesdames 
Lacy, Halford, Benn tt, and Dayid vans, 

On Wednesday » benetit of Mr E. H. Brecke, MACBETH, Lady Macbeth, Miss Marriott; Macbeth, 
Mr Pennington ; Macd hi : ‘and Heeate,, \y ‘J’. Bartleman.—On Thursday, ‘benefit of Miss Levittez, 
conclude with SUNBEAMS ON DUB MLIN BAY. Sandy Blake (the Irish Diamond), Miss Emily Levittez; 
Mahoney, Mr J. Russell. 

Notice : Miss Marriott's benefit, Me mday, March °0th, CLOUD AND SUNSHINE. Diana (Duchess of 


























Narina), Miss Marriott, | L‘ re LERY PICKET, Wormwood, Mr Lewis Ball. And ROUGH DIAMOND, ABIon 
Cousin Joe, Mr G, Belmore (by p ruission of W, UH. iiston, Esq.) ; Margery, Miss Marriott. Musical an 
Acting-manager, Mr E, Clinton Hi ll; sgenieartist, Mr W. Gowrie; , musica] director, Mr T. Berry; dramatic 
stag e-manager, Mr Kk. H, Brooke. Commence at7. above to :; 
We.are .sa 
. : 9 their actin 
olay Ge 2h De: ; TT 
YO LRPLRIZNCLD AMATRORS. whieh ‘enme 
FEW LADIES and GENTLEMEN required to, complete a NEW CLUB now forming. In rehearsal a worth notice 
new and original drama, written expressly for this Club. Afew good parts still vacant. All applications who infuse 
to be made to Mr G. W OOD, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy-square. the acting 
—------- , sieteaaieaiitieresentaen ooo —_——— the extren 
Madame Tussauu’s Exhibition, Baker-street. To Amateurs, audience, fe 
N VIEW, upwards of THREE HUNDRED LEM HEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds of the ‘evel 
() *portRAtr MODELS ot CELEBRITIES out, E150 t0.500,, newiy-decorated amd fitted with Act fi sete, of 
2 ‘ Drop and Scenery. ‘To be LET for Amateur Perfor- 7 
characters of the present and past times ; amongst them | one etn" A on Ti ae success, 
mances, STAGE DANCING.—Every description thor- . ; 
portrait a dels of the liteGKORGE PE ABODY, Esq. chi a} b Putt il given his 
the Inte Madame GRISI, and Pritice Pierre BON A.| roughly and rapidly tanght by a’ Public Professor. A th d- 
PARTE, Alco, the cntite linc: of Puglish Kings and !s8N8 given om the stage, and an appearance guaranteed. paving 
Queens from Willinm ihe Conqueror. | : Norice! manner. 
New and magnificent gourt dresses by Worth of Baris Miss Herbert’s Alexandra Classes for ELOCUTION favour ; hi 
Admission, 1s; Children under ten years of age, {and STAGE PRACTICE meet every Tuesday and and wag al 
Extra rooms, 6d, Open during the Holiddys rok 16 Friday. Perform ices will take place every three weeks, lock’s Pen 
a.m, till 10 p.m. | Miss Herbert will be happy to hear from ladies and h : 
|g gentlemen, e well hit 
” ‘ede “ sd Ta | acter by ] 
ad Tu Vs Exhibitio ker-street. | - » 
- amet SERRE SERENE, See eee Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Art. the Way h 
N VIEW, portrait models of the KING and| (AMUEL MAY, ‘Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, tune at thi 
CROWN PRINCE of PRUSSIA, and) \) Covent-garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies and and broug 
PRINCE LEOPOLD, of HOHENZOLL ERN ; Gentlemen enga; ged in AMATEUR PERFORM- plause. G 
also Count von Bismarck and Count von Moltke. ANCES for the SALE or HIRE of STAGE COS- asit migh' 
Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chumber } TUME. A large assortment of evéry necessary for tho overweigh 
of Horrers, 6d. same. WARDROBES MADE TO ORDER. © Per : 
Passengers by Metropolitan Railway stop at Baker- | sons about to follow the profession will do well to give Volge ai) 
street Station. | Mr MAY an order for an outfit ; costume, elegance, the best 
Open from ten a.m, till ten p.m. economy, aud punctuality all studied, Mind the address, speech col 
SAMUEL MAY, 345, BOW STRERT. He appeal 
ity Mt a re: petite aati . With 
Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. | pr = 
N VIEW, PORYRAIT MODELS of the EM-, Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o'clock, by Mr Al 
PEROR and EMPRESS of the FRENCH aud | Vickers .at 317, Strand, for the Proprietor, W. BESTOW. 1 ex 
PRINCE IMPERIAL; also Marshal Bazaine, Mar-| To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. played tl 
shal Canrobert, General Trochu, &c. | *s* All private communications should be addressed to the really RO 
Admission, 1s. ; children under ten, 6d. ; extra rooms,| Editor of the Turaraican Journat, 9, Acton-street, King’s Was loo p 
6d, extra,—Open froin ten a.m, till ten p- We | Cross-road, he was b: 
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